IC)0                            CHAPTER VII

"The nobility and bourgeoisie of Strasbourg had
formed four companies of horse and two of police,
dressed in red with gold lacings, and two more
light-horse, red or silver, who went a long way out
of the town to meet the king. There was scaffolding
with tiers of seats up to the first storey all along
the streets where he was to pass, and this was filled
with crowds of all the prettiest girls in the pro-
vince. Garrison troops lined the lower part of the
scaffolding right up to the bishop's court where
Louis was to lodge. At the door and in the first
rooms he found a band of a hundred Swiss, the
prettiest children in the town from ten to twelve
years old, in the ceremonial dress of the king's
guard with their flat caps and ruffs and little
painted moustaches; they were delightful. The
king very much approved of them acting as his
personal attendants. There was a fishpond beneath
the king's windows, and every time a line was cast
in it one caught beautiful fish from the Rhine. As
he got up from table the king heard a lot of hunting
horns and trumpets and cymbals; and on asking
where the sound came from he "was told that it
was boats passing with rather a large wedding
party; he wanted to see it; so all the company
landed on the terrace and went into the big hall
before the king's room. There were lovely illu-
minations in the evening, especially the coachmen's
in the Cathedral, which was tastefully decorated
with transparent paper in all shades; the hanging
strands looked like fairy things; the fireworks were
wonderful."